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fundamento, que en ellas imperaba la rutina, puies ni los mues-
tros seguian un orden fijo en sns trabajos, ni tenjan conoci-
miento de los principios y reglas establecidos por la Pedagogia.
L.a educacién que se daba en esas escuclas era consciente porque
habia la intencidn de darla, pero era cducacién sin plan e
ninguna clase. Bl fmico ensayo pedagigico hocho en el Jatmo
en aquellos tiempos fué el verificado a mediados del siglo
anterior con el eslablecimiento de wna escuela Lancasteriana
en Santiago de Veraguas. FEl sistema Lancasterfano fué ung
novedad en Sur América, que cald muy bien en las clases
divigentes y el mismo Bolivar le dispensd su proteccion. Dicho
sistema, apreciado a Ja Juz de Ja Pedagogia moderna, no es
mds que fa enseflanza mutua dando sus primeros pasos.

Y Santiago de Veraguas fué Director de Ja Escuely lan-
casteriana el Dir. Miguel Echevarria, samario, hombice de al
guna ilustracion para aquel tiempo y de careter adecnado s
para hacerse {emer que para hacerse respetar,  Comocinios
personalmente en Santiago individuos que se habian sentado
en tas bancas de la eseuela Lancasteriana, los cuales hablaban
det plantel con cierto vespeto y complacencia. A él concurrie-
ron y en €l estudiaron algo varios de los sujetos que después
figuraron en los Distrites de la Provincia de Veraguas como
personds de alguna instruccton.  LEsa escuela, tenemos enten-
dido, que no durd mucho tiempo, pero no nos atrevemos a
fijar la fecha de su clausura.

En los afios de 1864 o 1870 el General Buenaventura Co-
rreoso, 4 la sazdn Presidente del Estado Soberano de Panama,
procurd cerrar el paréntesis de quince a veinte aiios al cual
se refirig el Dr, Colunje en su Mensaje cuando dijo que la
instruccion phiblica se encontraba cn la postracion mas la-
mentable. Contribuyd, el primero, a ese movimiento en faver
de la instruccion piblica el filintropo v notable educacionista
istmefio, Don Manuel José Hurtado, a quicn es de estricta
justicia considerar como el verdadero fundador de Ia instruc-
¢idn piblica primaria en Panama.

Nacié don Manuel José Hurtado en esta eivdad el 28 de
Noviembre de 1881, dia de la Independencia del lstmo de
Panama de la nacion espafola. Descendia de padres ilustres,
nada menos que de don Manuel José Hurtado, distinguido di-
plomatico del tiempo de la Gran Colombia y de dofia Carmen
Diaz del Campo, dama de cgregia prosapia espafola.

Los padres del joven Hurlado procuraron darle una edu-
cacion esmerada cual convenia a su 2lfa posicion social, y con
tal fin lo enviaron nifio a Inglaterra, donde se dedicd al estudio
de Humanidades, carrera gue corond brillantemente, y obtuvo,
ademas, el grado de Ingeniero Civil,

Cuando después de haber terminado sus estudios con lan
buen éxito regresé de Furopa a su patria, a la que amaba como
solian amar la sttya los patricios romanos de los grandes tiem-
pos de la Repiiblica, cf sefior Hlurtado le consagréd a Panama,
a su progreso y engrandecimiento la vida entera. Camp'os
fecundos de sus poderosas energias {ueron las escuelas, car-
celes, hospitales, iglesins y cementerios, y fuera de dstos apenas
hay obra piblica que no evoque el rectterdo de su munifica
filantropia.

Como cducacionista, puede decirse con verdad, que don
Manuel José Hurtado, contribuyd en primer lérmin‘o. a le-
vantar Ja generacion que prepard después el advenimento de
la patria panateiia. e

I’or varios afios fué jefe de la instruccion pubhca' Nzlclollfil
y det Tstado y contribuyo largamente con su (proplo peculio
en favor de ella hasta el grado de que durante lff guerra
nacional de 1876 y 1877 la Iscucla Normal Nacional de
Varones de Panamd no suspendid sus tarcas, como sucechff
en las del resto del pals, porque el Seﬁ'or Hurtado ‘suf.u}go
los gastos que por aquél cntonces 1o podia hacer ¢l Gobierno

cional. ,

Nas?js informes y notas enviados a I’Eo:goia 0’ }.)resentados
a las Asambleas, son verdaderas paginas clisicas de que
podemos enorgullecernos. Tn E«.Hos cm.npeab?n las 1cleaa};) nms:I
acertadas expresadas en lenguaje y estilo pr]moro"s_oq.s. e 5t
pluma podia decirse con propiedad que era geontnica, como
Hamaba Lacordaire la de Pascal. . . | aio de 1857

De rico que era, murié en relativd pobreza & o e
El Gobiernio del Departamento le iributd los honoerS at qu
se hizo acreedor por lo nototio de sus virtudes y talentos ¥

aqui
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plan whatever.  The only pedagogical trial made in the
Isthmus in those times was about the middle of the former
century, with the establishment of a Lancasterian school in
Santiago de Veraguas, The Lancasterian system was an
innovation in South America, that was well accepted by the
ruling elasses, and Bolivir himsel! bestowed protection upon
it. The said system, criticised in the light of modern peda-
gogy, is no more than mutual tuition giving its first steps.

The divector of the Lancasterian schopl of Santiage de
Veraguas was Dr, Miguél Fchevarria, a native of Santa
Marta, a man of some learning, considering the times, and
with a character more apt to inspire dread than respect. We
knew personally in Santiago several persons who had sat
down on the benches of that school, and they spoke about
i with respect and satisfaction. In that school studied sev-
eral of the individuals who had afterwards a position as men
of somie learning in the districts of the province of Veraguas,
That establishment, we wnderstand, did not last long, but we
are unable to Ax the date of its closing.

By the years 1869 or 18370 General Buenaventura Correoso,
president at ihat tine of the Sovercigu State of Panama,
tried to make amends for the fifteen to twenty ycars referred
lo by Dr. Colunje in his communication lo the Assembly in
which he said that public instruction was in the most pitiful
prostration. The first whe contributed to that movement in
favor of public instruction was the philanthropist and remark-
able educator, Don Manuel José Hurtado, a Panamanian.
As an act of justice, he must be considered as the true
founder of public primary edueation in Panama,

Don Manuel José Ilurtado was born in this city on the
28th November, 1821, day of the independence of the Isthmus
of Panama from the Spanish nation. HMHe descended from
illustrious parents, as his father was Don Manuel José Hut-
tado, a distinguished diplomatist of the time of Great Co-
lombia, ant! his mother, dofin Carmen Dizz del Campo, a
lady of high Spanish ancestry.

The parents of young Hurtado tried to give him a careful
education, as corresponded to his high social position, and
with that purpose they sent the Loy to England, where he de-
voted himself to the study of humanities, and made a biilliant
career, obtaining besides the degree of civil engineer,

After finishing his studies with so great success, he re-
turned from Europe to his couniry, which he loved as did
the Roman patriciaus of the time of the Republic, He then
devoled his whole life 10 Panama and its advancement. Fruit-
ful fields for his powerful goodwill were the schools, prisons,
hospitals, churches, cemeteries, and besides these, there is
scarcely any public work whiclt does not evele the remem-
brance of his munificent philanthropy.

As an educator it carnt be traly said that Don Manuel José
Hurtado contributed in lirst line to raise the generation that
prepared the advent ol the Panamanian fatherland.

TFor several years he was the chief of the national and
of the state public mstruciion, and with his private means he
largely coptributed in jts favor, so much so, that during the
national war of 1876 and 1877, the National Narmal School
for Males of 'anama did not give up the work as in the rest
of the country, because Hurtado paid all the expenses which
the National Government could not make at the time,

His reports and communications sent to Bogotd or pre-
sented here to the Assemblies, are true classic pages of which
we can be prowd,  The maost proper ideas expressed with the
nicest language and style. excelled in such works, It can be
said of his style what facordaire said of that of Pascal; that
it was gepmetrical,

Having been rich, he died commparaiively poor in 1887
The Government of the Department bLestowed on him the
honors which he deserved for his notorious virtues and talent
and for the rare privilege of passing away without leaving
anybody hehind to trouble the chorus of pratses of his gratelul
admirers.

It was the year [871, The Colombian administration pre-
sided aver,by General Bustorgio Salgar, made the Legislative
Chambers to give a law reforming public ingtruction. An
issute of said law was the foundation of nermal schools in



por el raro privilegio de pasar a mejor vida sin dejar en cl
mundo yuien turbe el coro de alabanzas de sus agradecidos
admiradores.

Era ol afio de 1871, La adainistracion colombiana presic
dida por el General Eustorgio Sulgar hizo que las Camaras
Legislativas expidieran una ley de reforma de la instruccion
pablica primaria. Resultado de dicha ley fué la fundacién de
las Escuelas Normales, una en cada Fstado de los que en
aquélla época compontan la nacién colombiana. Los Directores
para dichas escuelas fueron contratados en Alemania de orden
del Gobierno Nacional, gestion que {levd a cabo don Eustacio
Santamaria, Consul General de los Lstados Unidos de Co-
lombia en Berlin.

Al General Correuso, Presidente del Estado, tocdle el honor
de establecer, a principio de 1872, de acuerdo con la ley nacio-
nal recién expedida, fa primera Escuels Normal de Panama,
bajo la direceiin del profesor alemdn don Oswald Wirsing ¥
del pedagogo panamcfio don Manuel Valentin Bravo., Al prin-
cipio la Escuela funciond nada miés que con dichos sefiores;
después fueron profesores de Religion e Historia Sagrada los
R, R. P. P de la Compaiia dc Jestis, doctores José Telés-
{oro Patl y Roberto del PPozo, y de Matematicas los R, R. P. P.
Arrubla y Moreno, de la misma Compailia, asf como lo fueron

més tarde de las mismas asighaturas los sefiores Arcadio y.

Albino Hl Arosemenn, y de Geografia y Castellano don Ramén
Medina. La Escuela Normal comenzd sus tareas con un fnter-
nado de 16 alumnos macstros,

Dicha Escuela fundada en 1872 funciond hasta el aiio de
1884. En ¢l ailo de 1837 renuncid la direccién de ella Mr,
Wirsing, para aceptar un cargo diplomdtico de su patria en
Guatemala, Vino de Bogoti a reemplazarlo don Francisco
[.obo Guerrero, hombre de cducacion esmerada que murid de
fiebre amarilla a poco de haber llegado ; reemplazé a éste otro
colombiano, don Adolfo Ferndndez, que sc tomd mucho interds
por la reorganizacidn de la Escuela, pero pasado algtin tiempo
se vio en la necesidad de separarse del puesto, por desavenencias
con el Sub-Direcior del mismo plantel. Don Nicolds Pacheco,
primer maestro graduado en In Fscuela Normal, se encargd
temporalmente del cmpleo dul seior Fernindez hasta terminar
el afio escolar de 1884, época de la clausura de la Escuela,
debido a la revolucion armada de que fué victima el pais por
aquél entonces, A pesar de tantas vicisitudes y contrariedades
la primera Lscuela Normal gradud 51 maestros, entre los que
han figurado los mejores que ha tenido el pais.

La instruccién piblica primaria comenzd desde el afio de
18Y5 a recibir algtin impulso, ¢l que fué en aumento a medida
que habia méas maestros y que los pueblos iban despertando
de aquella especie de marasmo en que estuvieron sumidos por
luengos afios, In esa primera tarea educacionista deben los
istmefios recordar con gratitud, de colombianos, los nombres
del General Salgar ¥ de los doctores Enrique Cortés, Roberto
Ancizar y Damaso Zapata, v de panamefios, los de don Manuel
José Hurtado, don Manuel Valentin Bravo, don José Antonio
Sosa y don José N. Recuero.

Fl General Azpuru trajo de Dogotd. en 1881 a las sefioritas
Araminta Martinez y Margarita Roca, graduadas en la Escucla
Normal de Bogotd, para Directora y Sub-Directora, respectiva-
mente, de la primera Escuela Normal de Institutoras fundada
en Panamd. Fse plantel no prosperd y en el afio siguiente
vinieron de la capital colombiana, enviadas por el Goblerno
Nacional, 2 ercargarse de la misma Escuela la sefiora Sara de
Cifuentes y la sefiorita Tuisa Munévar., Por falta de re-
cursos fué clausurada al {in esta Escuela, que sdlo did cuatro
maestras graduadas, una de ellas, dofla Angélica de Salvat,
Subdirectora hoy de la Tiscuela Normal de Sefioritas.

IEn ese periodo le corresponde ya papel importanie a la
iniciativa particular, y es el Colegio de La Esperanza el ceniro
de educacidn privado del cual cosechd Panama entonces abun-
dantes ¥ bien sazonados frutos. IFué fundade en 1880 por
inspiracion de varios caballeros que constituyeron una Junta
Directiva de la gue fueron miemhbros, entre otros, si no re-
cordamos mal, los sefiores Alfaros Luis TW, y Vicente, el doctor
M. Coroalles, don J. N. Recuero y don Constanting Arosemena,
Para Directora de ¢l vino Miss Mary McCorda pedagoga
norteamericana muy inteligente e flustrada, que cuando llegé a
Papama habia tenido en su pais mas de veinte afios de practica.
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each of the states fornting at the time the Colombias yation,
ac

The directors for these schools were Qontracted.- llul { u“ljlt‘lz't.n}l’
by order of the Natipnal Gov'erilmentl, a nejgoltmftl:;rr’ t{.f:r_ir&
out by Don Eustacio Sauta{narl, Consul-General of L Ll
Spares of Colombia in Berlin,

General Correoso, President of the Stafc, had the honor to
establish, a¢ the beginning of 1832, the h'rst normal schoals
of Panama, in accordance with the national law vecently
passed, under the direction of the German profus:‘-f;r. ¢ )x\\-ild
Wirsing, and the Panamanian pedagogue, d0“' Manuel Val-
entin Bravo. At frst the school acted only ’w'\th thuse gen-
tlemen ; alterwards it had as professors of religion and sacred
history the Reverend Fathers of the Company of J“f““- Drs.
José Teléstoro Pail and Roberto del Pozoj, and of mathe-
matics, the Reverend Fathers Arrubla and More:_m. of the
same company; later on Messrs. Arcadio and .*\11)1:10 Arose-
mena were professars of the same classes; and D:?n Ramon
Medina, of geography and Spanish. The Normal School be-
gan its work with sixteen boarders.

Fhe said school, founded in 1872, was in exislence up to
1884, In 1881 Mr. Wirsing resigned the direction of the
school in order to accept a diplomatic mission of his country
in Guatemala. Don Francisco Lobe Guerrero came from
Bogota to replace him. He was a man of careful education,
but died of yellow fever soon after his arrival. Another
Colombian, Don Adolfo Fernindez, replaced him, who took
a great interest in the organization of the school, hut after
some time he was obliged to separate from the post, owing to
quarrels with the assistant director of the establishment, Don
Nicolas Pacheco, first teacher graduated in the Normal Schaal,
took temporary charge of the duties of Mr, Fernandez, up to
the end of the term of 1884, the epoch in which the school was
closed owing to the revolution of that year. Nothwithstand-
ing so many vicissitudes and inconveniences the first Normal
Schoo! graduated 51 teachers, among which are the best
that the country has had.

From the year 18i5, public primary instruction began to
receive some impulsion, which went on increasing in propor-
tion as there were more teachers and as the peaples were
awakened of that dullness which kept them for so long. In
that first educational work the Panamanians must remember
with gratitude the names of the Colombians General Salzar
and Drs. Lnrique Cortés, Roberto Ancizar and Damaso
Zapata; and the names of the Panamanians Don Manuel
José Hurtado, Don Manuel Valentin Brave, Don José An-
tonio Sosa and Don José N, Recuera.

General Aizpuru brought in 1881 the Misses Araminta
Martinez and Margarita Roca, graduated in the Normal
School of Bogotd, as director and assistant director, respec-
tively, of the first Normal School for Girls established in
Pﬂtlflnia. That establishment did not thrive, and in the fol-
lowing year Mrs, Sara de Cifuentes and Miss Luisa Munevar
came {rom the Colombian capital, sent by the National Gov-
ernment to tal. charge of the same school. This school was
closed. after all, for want of resources; it only gave four
tcac_:hers, ong of them being Mrs, Angélica de Salvat, actual
assistant director of the Normal School for Girls.

In this period private initiative plays an important part.
Thc College ol 'La Esperanza is the private center of educa-
tion from which Panama reaped abundant and ripe fruits.

Tt was established in 1880 at the suggestion o

- f several gentle-
men constituting

. a directing board, among whose members,
we think, are Messes, Luis £, and Vicente Alfaro, Dr. M.
Coroalles, Don, J. N, Recuero and Don Constantin::) Arose-
mena.  As director came Miss Mary McCord, a very clever
and learned North Amecricay pedagogue, who,had a practice
of more than 20 years in her country, when she arrived to
P:'mama. Professors, from the same country, came along
with her. Among them, Miss Matilda Howell, first teacher
of Mano in this city, who established 4 correct témhing of the
technique of the said instrument and began to aw:ll en the taste
for the study of classical music, h o

The College of La Lisperanza he
boarders, Later on, half-hoarders
ceived, which gave it 2 numbor of m

gan its work with thirty
and day pupils were re-
ore than 60 students.
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SSucesor de GABRIEL OBARRIO
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dl
UNICO IMPORTADOR DE
Las marcas de hatina tan acreditadas ROYAL vy BUQUE

| e la ‘breva marca OBARRIO |
y de Tas sardinas sin rival EMILIO GONZALES de Castro Utrdiales.

 IMPORTA ADEMAS

ﬁﬁ@@ﬁ& en bartil v en saco; B
 ARROZ, CAFE, GASOLINA, SOGA.

*

CHORRILLC(

The connecting link between Panama and Eleslabon que une § Panamd con la proyec-
the projected city of Balboa. Buoildinglots. . tada cindad de Balboa. Lotes para constrair,
Tell the cochero to drive you to Chorrillor Drgale al cochero que lo Heve al Chorillo.

A B.de OBARRIO, A. B. de OBARRIO,
9ily Street and Flerrera Egﬁa’r’eg' _ Callz 92 y Plaza ée:'}%@rem; _

UL, CHORRILLO, ef 1° de Julio de 1814, o




