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bajan a la vosta para entregarse a la pesca, dedicanse a s
faenas agricolus y a lu caza, en un gran coto de naturales
amojonamivatos sin que ninguno pretenda introducirse en
aquella bellisima comarea, a la que sirve de indice sceular la
wole del Voledn de Chiriqui; mas si, impulsado por la curiosi-
dad u obedeciendo i otres fines, alguien se aventura por tales
vericuetos, posible es que perezca a manos de los indios: (e
i celosos sonade susefiorio como duchos en poner aseehan-
ZilS,

La organizacion politien de los guaimies, como bien pudie-
ran ereerlo personas que poco se detienen a reflexionar, no
ha cambiado un solo punto.  El sistema que los unifica e,
por ¢l contrario, su antiguo sistema de {usion, el mismo que
los ligaba en comunidad independiente antes del arribo de los
conquistadores eastellanos, bajo el cual encuéntranse todavia
sometidos a un cacique ¢ dictador militar, que los rige seglin
mandamientos o pricticas ancestrates. Dicho cacique repitase
descendiente de Montezuma, ¢se mal apellidado “emperador”
de los aztecas, que no fue sino el Gltimo dignatario a quien
se encarga de dirigir los destinos de aquella tripartita con-
federacién, en la que entraron como factorves integrantes los
pueblos de Tezucom, Tlacopin y Fenoctitlin, Esa leyenda
con ciyos presligios se quiere diademar las sienes del cacique
guamt, no tiene quizd sélido fundamento aunque si In men-
ciono porque cs curiosa y porque es una de las circunstancias
que, como lo explicaré despuds, me han inducide a cavilar
acerca de las relaciones étnicas de los habitantes autdctonos
de Panama,

Y si la organizacion politica de los guaimies no ha variado,
igual acontece con sus creencias religiosas, con sus procedi-
mientos civiles y con sus hibitos sociales. Pinart encontro, por
ejemplo, que la investidura de los derechos de ciwdadania
consiste en estos momentos de las mismas prucbas de iniciacion
y de las mismas celehraciones que se estilaban en épocas remo-
tas., El nombre que se da a todas estas ceremanias es el de
“urotes,” y para efectuarfas los ancianos conducen a los
adolescienies al fondo de los bosques, en donde se les presentan
con pavoresos antifaces, y con la cabeza coronada de ramos,
de la propia suerte que los druidas de la vicja Enropa céltica
aparecian ante la muchedumbre en los claros de las sclvas
sacrosantas.  En los oscuros sotos que el resplandor de la
luna apenas ilumina y cuando nada interrumpe cse augusto
silencio de la noche tropical, el nedfito recibe de labios de sus
mayores las tradiciones orales de la tribu, se instruye en su
liturgia, conoce la significacion de sus simbolos, aprende las
conmovedoras anlifonas y las quejosas nenias de su culio,
adquicre ensefianzas esoléricas y se somele a crueles ordalias
para hacerse digno de los privilegios que pronto serdn suyos.
Si el resultado es satisfactorio el joven retorna con sus
cofrades al sitio en que la muchedumbre les espera para con-
memorar tan fausto suceso. Entonces contlenza el “urote”
con orgasmos de loca alegria: hay danzas, hay misicas, hay
libaciones y esponsales que no concluyen sino hasta que las
fuerzas se agolan v todos los apetitos quedan satisfechos.

Otra diversion de los guaimies es la gue tiene lugar cuando
las doncellas han pasado de la nifiez al estado nubil. Su
objeto es el do venderlas a los Tuturos maridos v la ocasion
nada ofrece de muy sorprendente o trascendental; pero la que
si entrafa, a mi humilde modo de ver las cosas, un sentido
de suma importancia es la gue los espaficles denominaron
fa “Daleeria.,” Qcurre ésta a principio de la estacién seca en
el Istmo, o sen en el mes de enero, si bien sincroniza por otra
parie con la que era para los mayas de Yucatan y Guatemala
la fiesta de las fiestas, su pascua de resurreccion. Todos los
que hayan leido ese admirable libro del explorador M. T.e
Plongeon recordarin como describe éste ¢l regocijo que se
apoderaba de los pucblos de la confederacion de Xibalda al
descubrir en el firmamento austral la magnifica Cruz del Sur,
precursora para ellos de las Huvias y la abundancia, paraninfo
de paz y anuncio del despertamiento terrestre, Pues bien:
yo 1no sé que ninguno haya hecho hincapié en la coincidencia
que aqui sefialo, ni he podido encontrar un comentarista que
indique cf molivo por el cual los guaimies se entreguen, precisa-
mente en el mes de energ, a transportes de jibilo similares a
los de los mayasquichés, Volveré a esa consideracion antes
de finalizar estos apuntes, Por lo pronto diré lo que es una
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those numbers refer only to the Guaimies who are under the
vigilance of the authorities of the Nation; but they do not
include those having a nomad life or hiding themselves in
the imperviousness of thick mountains keeping well protected
against the census-taking of rural districts.

Among these Indians there were tribes that have disap-
peared at present, as the Napas, the Changuenes, the Terevis
and the Doraces, who aere lessened little by little with the
predominance of exotic clements, either because they ab-
sorbed them or because they were annihilated by that una-
voidable Jaw which, in virtue of natural selection, destroys the
weak one in order to give the strong one a free field in the
future.  The principal clan is to-day that of the Falientes
(Braves}, so called by the Spanish-speaking people owing to
their excessive and indomitable pugnacity, They inhabit in
preierence the Valley of Miranda, a region about 1,300 fect
above sea level, being a fertile plain surrounded in amphi-
theatre by the lolty crests of the ridge of Veraguas. There
those who do not come down to the coast for fshing pur-
poses apply themselves to hunting and to agricultural work
in a large inclosure of natural land-marks, No stranger in-
tends to get into that very beautiful region for which the
seeular mass of the Voleano of Chiriqui stands as an indica-
tion; but if anybedy, impelled by curiosity or with other pur-
poses, takes the risk to introduce himself into those rough
places, possibly he will perish at the hands of the Indians.
They are, in fact, as carclul watchers of their manor as they
are skillful in laying snares,

The political organization of the Gnaimies has not changed
in the least, as could be beliecved by shallow-minded people,
On the contrary, the system uniting them is the old alliance
system, the same which tied them in an independent com-
munity ever before the arrival of the Spanish Conquerors.
Accordingly, they are still submitted to a cacique or military
dictator who rules them according to ancestral commands or
practices.  The said cacigne considers himself a descendant
from Montezuma, the so-called cmperor of the Aztecs, who
was only the last dignitary charged of directing the destinies
of that three-partite confederation, of which the towns of
Tezucom, Tlacopan and Tenoctitlan were integrant [actors.
That legend placing a crown on the head of the Guaimi cacigie
has perhaps no solid foundation, although T mention it be-
cause it is curious enough, and because it is one of the circum-
stances that, as [ shall explain afterwards, have loed me to
doubt as regards the cthnic relationship of the autochthonpus
inhabitants of Panama.

And i€ the political organization of the Guatmies has not
been altered, the same happens with their religious beliefs,
civil procedures and social habits, For instance, Pinard found
out that the investiture of the rights of citizenship consists at
present of the same initiation tests and the same celelrations
as in remote epochs. The name given to all these ceremonics
is “urotes,” and in order 1o perform them, old people lead the
adolescents to the depths of the woods, where the former ap-
pear to the latter with frightful masks and the head crowned
with branches, in the same manner as the druids of old Celtic
Furope appearved before the crowd at the light spots of their
sacred forests. In the dark hills hardly lighted by the glare
of the moon, and when nothing interrupts the august silence
of the tropical night, the neophyte receives from the lips of
his elders, the oral traditions of his clan, is instructed in their
liturgy, knows the meaning of their symbols, learns the affect-
ing anthems and the plaintful nevniae of their worship, acquires
esoteric nstruction, and is subnitted to eruel ordeals in order
to become worthy of the privileges which will soon be his
own. If the result is satisfactory, the young man returns with
his companions to the place where the crowd is waiting for
him to celebrate the happy event. Then the “urote” begins,
with orgasms of mad joy; there are dances, music, libations
and betrothals, and it does not finish until the strengths are
exhausted and all the appetites are satishied.

Another merriment of the Guaimies takes place when the
girls have passed from childhood to nubile state. Tts object
is to sell them io their future husbands, and the occasion has
nothing surprising or important, But one having, in my opin-
ion, a very important signification is the one called “balceria”



“baleeria.”  Cuando se acerca el tiempo de reunirse, hacia
la clausura del afio, los jefes, en deferencia a una antigua ley
cibaria, que entre ellos subsiste, hacen circular entre parientes
y amigos un bejuco anudado, que muestra tantos nexos cuan-
tos dias faltan para el agradable suceso. Lsa es la invitacidn
al festin. Llegada la hora, los hombres se dan un bafio y
las mujeres los aderezan con sus wejores galas. Platanles el
rosiro con lineas rojas y azules, 4tanles una pampanilla de
corteza a la cintura, ciienies a la espalda una piel de animal
feroz, y aliéntanles para que se distingan entre sus émulos
y compatriotas, Es de advertir que de csa guisa aparecen los
guerreros guaimies en las cacharros que han salido a luz de
entre los ecscombros de sus necrdpolis, exceptuindose que en
la “balceria” portan una especie de claya, la que sin duda
por corrupeion del vocablo castizo recibid el nombre de “balsa.”
Con este instrumento se dan de golpes en las piernas durante
las evoluciones del baile; y cuéniase que por cada golpe recibido
sin que la castigada extremidad se {racture, su poseedor tiene
tlerecho a comprar una nueva consorte. Luego de concluido
el especticulo preliminar, las mujeres entran en accidn y la
“balcerfa” resuélvese en un desbordamiento de placeres,
haciéndose liberal consumo de Ja chicha de maiz.

No me detendré a explicar el resto de sus peculiares usos,
conformindome con traer a la memoria el hecho de que aban-
donan a sus enfermos una vez que se persuaden de la inutilidad
de curarlos. En eso se parecen a muchas otras tribus ameri-
canas, asi como en la manera de disponer de los difuntos. El
cadaver fo colocan sobre un andamio de madera, dejindole
alli hasta que la carne ha sido por completo roida, Después
le dan sepuiltura en el cementerio de sus antepasados. Hay
en la América del Norte una tribu, la de los mandanes, que
viven en las riberas del Columbia y del Misourd, con la cual,
a este respecto, no son de semejantes los guaimies, ya que
aquellos abandonan también a sus invalidos y permiten que los
muertos se disequen en armazones de zarzos. No obstante, alli
termina la similitad, porque los mandares esparcen las cala-
veras por las planicies, arreglindolas en circulos macabros,
sin preocuparse e enterrar los huesos, que no tienen estimacién
alguna,

Todo lo que se escribiese sobre los guaimies quedaria incom-
pleto si no se hiciera mencidn de sus reliquias arqueoldgicas.
Estas, segin el parecer de peritos, dicen mucho en favor del
grado de adelanto a que entre cilos llegaran un dia las artes
del alfarero, del cscultor y del orfebre. Kean declara—y con
él muchisimos otros—que en la Provincia de Chiriqui se han
encontrado vestigios de "una escuela espléndida de alfareria,
la mejor del orbe,” y agrega que sus cacharros son “compara-
bles a las mejores vasijas vidriadas del Viejo Muande.” Lo sor-
prendente es, sinembargo, que a tales tesoros no se les haya
dado la prominencia que sin disputa merecen. Ei Dr. Wolfred
Nelson, al refatar un viaje emprendido por €1 a travez de una
porcidn de Chiriqui, describe como un piquete de peoties
habia descubierto una imigen de oro mieniras se ocupaba de
abrir un desague en las cercanias de la cindad de David, Fué
ese el comienzo de una seric de excavaciones, por las que vino
a ponerse en evidencia que sc trataba de una civilizacién ya
extinguida aunque no por cllo cediese en valor histérico a las
que forecieron entre los aztecas, los mayaquichés, los muiscas
¥ los quechtias.

Ll incidente de la apertura del desague de que habla el
Dr. Nefson en su libro “Iive years at Panama,” demostrd que
el paraje aquel era un cementerio guaimi o sea un “guacal”
y que la susodicha imdgen de oro era un ornamento finebre,
colocado por manos piadosas en la tumba o “guaca” de algtin
héroe. Una vez establecido este punte y aguijoneada la co-
dicia, vidse a una multitud de exploradores abatirse sobre la
comarca, e tal suerte que en un sextenio removiéronse an-
tiguedades apreciadisimas, de un valor, estimado al ipeso,
que no pude bajar de $80.000. Desde entonces pard acd se
han venido extrayendo muchas mds, y es lastima que tales
joyeles hayan parado las mas de las veces en manos profanas,
cuyo tnico afin parece que fucra el de destinarlos al crisol
con cl fin de convertirlos en relumbantes monedas, Empero,
algo retiénese por fortuna, asi en colecciones privadas como
en museos ptiblicos, bastante a dar una idea de la significacidn
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Tt occurs at the beginning of the dry ~cison
to say, in the month of ]auu;u“_\‘, and
synchronizes with that which was for t?le _13101{?ﬂ6 fff \ucnfan

; § festivals, their Easter. .\l who
and Guatemala the festival 0 s ‘

' book of the explorer, M. lLe
have read that admirable : he oy that filled
Plongeon, will remember how he describes the (J'lc'})' 1 i:: ¢
the peoples of the confederation of Xibalda on 1su‘3ur | .gfm
the Austral skies the magnificent South Cross, fOI‘CIllllll_ﬂ or
them of rain and abundance, herald of peace and annaunce-
ment of the awakening of the eal:th._ Well, I do not 1\'“‘?“’
that anybody has remarked the coincidence that I here po‘mt
to, neither have I been able to find a commentator s‘hmvn}g
the reason why the Guaimies deliver thems'd‘{es} precisely in
the month of January, to joyful raptures s:ml.lar to those of
the Mayasquiches. T shall return to this subject before.the
end of this study. For the present I shall say wltftt Is a
“balceria.”” When, towards the end of the year, the time for
meeting approaches, the chiefs, yielding to an ancient E:lbanous
law, persisting among them, circulate among relatives and
friends a knotted rattan showing as many ties as days are
wanting for the happy event. That is the invitation to the
feast. When the hour arrives, the men take a bath, and the
women dress them with their best ornaments. They paint
their faces with red and blue lines, they put a tree-bark trunk
round their waists, cover their shoulders with the skin of a
wild animal, and encourage them to get distinguished among
their rivals and compatriots, It must be remarked that the
Guaimie warriors appear in that way in the pottery unearthed
from the débris of their graveyards, except that in the bal-
ceria they carry a kind of cudgel (clava) which, perhaps,
owing to corruption of the Spanish word, received the name
of balsa. With this cudgel, they strilke one another in the legs
during the movements of the dance, and it is said that for
each blow rececived without the beaten extremity being frac-
tured the possessor has the right to buy a uew consort. After
the preliminary spectacle is finished, the women come into
action and the balceria turns into an excess of pleasures, and
they liberally drink the beverage called ¢liicha, made of Indian
corn.,

I shall not stop to explain the rest of their peculiar cus-
toms. Be it enough to recall the fact that they abandon their
patients as soon as they are persuaded of the uselessness of
caring after them. They are, in that particular, similar to
many other American tribes, as well as in the manner to dis-
pose of the dead. The corpse is placed on a platform and
there they leave it until the flesh has heen completely ecaten
away. After, they inter them in the cemetery of their fore-
fathers. There is in North America a tribe, that of the
Mandanes, who live on the banks of the Columbia and the
_M'SS?“N rivers, with which the Guaimies are not dissimilar
in this respect, as they also abandon their invalids and allow
the dead to desicate on wattle frames. The similarity, how-
ever, en‘ds there, b_ecause the Mandanes scatter the skulls about
the plains arranging them in circles, without caring to in-
humate the bones, which are held in no esteem.
inco‘:Vn;:ﬁetfev?f. 31211'11@111‘);1“”{1&61} albout the Guaimies would be
According to the c: inigeo ofgxca traces were not mc-ntmuc.d.
favor of the pro resI; reanl Od e they speale highly in
sculptor and the ggoldsmitlﬁ IeKamong them by tl_w pqttcr, the
others, that in the }-:’l'ovinco: o (e:«tiu} f',taifeS, and with him many
traces of “s splondid ae, Inrxquu there have been found
and adds that i potteI:- _ r{ school, the best of the world,”
of the Aueiet tery is .campar.ai?le to the best crockery
o e Ancient World, .It 18 surprising, however, that such
c;;;tls);:c?ls hl"lve not obtained the importance that they un-
undert*lkin( E;e;‘:a"e. Dr. Wolfred Nelson, reporting a voyage

© 1M a¢ross a nsa L4 .
picket of Iaborers di-scoverz(]p;rtg;fd Etﬁ:&qw, d.escnbes how 2
a deain § o ¢ while they opened
Crain in the neighborhood of David, That the begi
ning of a series of excavations which showed ;"i;ﬂs e begin-
with a civiljzation already extinguished wed that th?y de_alt
» although not inferior

in historical value to those whi .
) which flourish ;
Mayasquiches, Muiscs and Outechuas ed among the Aztecs,

The incident of the draj
; n tefery
book, “Five Years at Panama,” v

Guaimi graveyard, or 3 “guacal

by the Spaniards. .
in the Isthmus, that 18

Dr. Nelson in his
Proved that the place was a
and that the said gold statue



de estos hallazgos, sobre todo lox que se han hecho titima-
mente por personas amantes del saber,

Los hombres de ciencia que han examinado las “huacas”
nos sutinistran datos muy dignos de atenciim, Las huesas,
cuyas dimensiones eran a mentdo de siete piés de largo por
cuatro y medio de ancho y scis piés de profundidad, cons-
triianse de piedras redondas de los rios o sillares alineados
al ras de las parcedes, depositindose en su fondo los despojos
humanoes, junto con los objelos que se suponian indispensables
a la existencia de ultra-tumba y con los que debieran acom-
pafar al extinto para que no desdijese de su rango, (1) Las
“huacas” tenian dos formas: ovales o circulares y cuadran-
gulares. Tas ovales llevaban en ¢l fondo una capa de piedras
de 272 a 3 piés de alto, construida del mismo modo que un
muro moderno. Desde esta fundacién hasta la superficie de
la “huaca” todo ella era forrada con piedras de la misma
especic y en el centro se colocaban los objetos de oro y las
vasijas de barro, etc., siendo las encontradas en cllas las que
han producido mejores y mayor cantidad de ornamentos.

Las cuadrangulares no eran hechas generalmente con tanto
esmero ; algunas no tenian en su fondo lecho alguno de piedras
y tampoco han rendido articulos tan finos como las anteriores.

Cada sepultura se ha encontrado de nueve a quince pul-
gadas distante de la otra, en los lugares mas ocupados.

Los objetos en cuestidn incluyen historiadas vasijas de un
mérito superior, ornamentos de oro u oro virgen, adminiculos
de hucso, armas de pedernal, utensilios de cocina, adornos de
cobre, etc. Los idolos de roca volcanica abundan en las
“guacas” siendo de notarse que varian entre 9 y 18 pulgadas
de altura, Abundan asimismo piedras de moler maiz, iguales
a las que corrientemente emplean hoy los indios de Méjico,
Centro América y el misme Panami, pues consisten de una
superficie céncava, la cual mide de 18 a 24 pulgadas de largo
por 12 a 15 de ancho, y de un cilindro triturador. En las
tumbas de los poderosos estas piedras son de una elaborada
cinceladura, imitando por lo cumiin un animal montaraz, cuya
cabeza se dibuja en el remate anterior y cuyas patas sosticnen
el conjunto. Los cinceles y las hachas de pedernal son admira-
bles por sus bellas proporciones, no menos que por lo afilado
de sus cortes; mas lo que en realidad es susceptible de toda
ponderacion es la alfareria, en la que se discierne, ademas
de un gusto exquisito, un anélisis minucioso de la estructura
anatomica de los seres vivientes. T.a alfareria a que aludo es
prueba irrecusable de que los artifices guaimies no ignoraban
los medios de dar coloracién al barro cocido, principalmente
con pigmentos rojos, negros y gualdas, ni el de vidriarlos de
manera indeleble, Las cfigies de sus dioses, de cuerpecilios
agazapados y rostros triangulares, son obras acabadas cn sus
mais minimos pormenores, notandose en ellas que el torax
es muy voluminoso como lo es el de suts actuales descendientes.
Por otra parte, la coleccidon reunida por AMr. de Zeltner, de
la que €l se ocupa con entusiasmo en una monografia titulada
“Los Sepultures prehistoriques de Chiriqui,” contiene sonajillas
o matracas, probablemente para entretener a los nifios o para
alejar a los malos espiritus, silbatos que quizds usibanse como
sefiuelos en la casa, capaces de emitir desde las notas méis graves
hasta las mas agudas, y varias otras piezas que, a no dudarlo,
son amuletns o representaciones de los fétemes o divinidades
tutelares bajo las cuales creianse puestos los antiguos guaimies
y lo cree su prole en esta sazdn, como acontece con la mayoria
de los indigenas del Continente Americano y con muchos de la
Polinesia.

Entre los ornamentos de oro son los mas comunes aquéllos
en forma de rana, habiéndose obtenido una de éstas que pesaba
18 onzas. Iiso no obstante, los hay de igual modo en forma
de jaguares, pumas, pajaros diversos y cocodrilos, que también,
o mejor dicho de modo muy especial, eran tdfemes protectores,
asi como hay cascabeles andlogos a los que paramentan los
trineos rusos. Dichos ornamentos no siempre son de oro
puro, pues algunos hay de cobre sobre-dorados o de otra alea-
cién parecida, los que se conocen con el nombre de “tumbago.”
L1 procedimiento ‘del cual se valieron sus autores no estd afin

(1) Report on the Huacals or ancient graveyards of Chiriqii read before the
American Jjthnological Sceiety, by Dr. J. Iﬁng Merrit,
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was a funeral ornament placed by pious hands in the grave or
“guaca” of the hero. This point once established, and cupid-
ity been thereby spurred, a multitude of explorers was seen to
invade the region, so that in the space of six years very valua-
ble antiques were removed for a value, calculated by the
weight, which could not be less than $80,000. Since that time
many others have been unearthed, and it is a pity that such
rich trinkets have gone for the greatest part to unworthy
hands whose only anxiety is to destine them to the crucible
with the object of transforming them into glittering coins.
Something, however, is fortunately kept, either in private col-
lections or in public museums, enough to give an idea of the
signification of these discoveries, above all, those made lately
by persons devoted to study.

Experts who have examined the “‘guacas” furnish us with
particulars worthy of attention. The graves, whose dimen-
sions were often seven feet long by four and a half wide, and
six deep, were made of round stones from the rivers, or square
stones, in a line against the walls, the human remains been de-
posited in its bottom together with the objects which were sup-
posed indispensible for existence beyond the grave, and with
those which should accompany the dead one for him not to
disagree with his position.' The “huacas” had two forms:
oval or circular and quadrangular. The oval ones had in the
bottom a layer of stones 214 to 3 feet high, built in the same
way as a modern wall. From this foundation up to the sur-
face of the “huaca,” it was all lined with stones of the same
kind, and the gold objects and eathernware, etc., were placed
in the center, those found in them being the ones which have
produced the best and greatest quantities of ornaments,

The quadrangular ones were not generally made so care-
fully ; some had not in their bottom any stone layer, nor have
they given articles so fine as the above mentioned.

Fach grave has been found to be from 9 1o 15 inches far
from the other in the most occupied places.

The objects which we are speaking of include ornamented
vessels of superior merit, gold ornaments or native gold, bone
objects, stone arms, kitchen utensils, copper ornaments, etc.
Idols of volcanic rock are abundant in the “guacas,” it beiug
worth notice that they vary between nine and eighteen inches
in height. There abound also stones for grinding corn, equal
to those generally used to-day by the Indians of Mexico, Cen-
tral America and even Panama, as they consist of a concave
surface measuring from 18 to 2+ inches long by 12 to 15 wide,
and a crushing cylinder. In the graves of the richest these
stones are elaborately engraved, generally imitating a wild ani-
mal whose head is designed in the front end, and whose legs
support the whole. The stone chisels and axes are admirable
for their beautiful proportions as well as for their sharpenzd
edges, but pottery is really worthy of all praise, in which be-
sides an exquisite taste a minute analysis is detected of the
anatomical structure of living beings. Pottery, to which I
refer, is an unimpeachable proof that Guaimies artists were
not ignorant of the ways to color terra cotta, principally with
red, black and yellow pigments, or of the manner to glaze
them indelibly. The statues of their gods with little crouched
bodies and triangular faces, are delicate works in their most
insignificant details, it being worth notice that the thorax is
very voluminous in them, as it is in their actual descendants,

On the other hand, the collection of Mr, de Zeltner, of
which he speaks so enthusiastically in a monography called
“Les Sépultures préhistoriques de Chiriqui” contains rattles,
probably to keep the children or to put away bad spirits, whis-
tles which were perhaps employed as enticements for hunting,
capable of giving from the gravest up to the highest notes, and
several other pieces, which without doubt are amulets or rep-
resentatives of the totems or tutelar divinitics, under which
ancient Guaimies believed they were placed, the same as their
descendants at present believe, as is the case with the majority
of Indians in the American continent and with many of
Polinesia.

Among the gold ornaments the common ones are those in
the form of frogs, one of which was obtained weighing
eighteen qunces. They are, however, also found in the shape

! Report on the Iuacals or ancient f_r_nvc;\'m'ds_nf Chirigui, read befare the
Ameriean Ethmologieal Society by Dr. ). Ring Merrit, year 1560,



esclarecido por los industriales modernos y es para ellos un
acertijo que valiera la pena de solucionar.

Voy ahora, para concluir, a deslizarme por un camino sem-
brado para mi de sirtes, porque, en primer término, la cuestion
no ha sido debatida por los antrepdlogos con pleno conoci-
miento de causa y porque, cn segundo lugar, carezeo yo del
equipo necesario para resolver un problema tan abstruso como
lo es el de la filiacion de los guaimies, siquiera se trate de los
lazos de sangre que los unan a tal o cual grupe de sus in-
mediatos vecinos.  Iien se mte alcanza que Hrinton, Deniker,
Leschel, Hutchisson y olros expertos, ante cuya voz auto-
rizada me inclino respetuoso, sefalan la frontera septentrional
de Costa Rica como el limite etnoldgico de los aborigenes de
Sud América, aunque no se les oculta, como no puede razona-
blemente ocultirseles, que esas mismas tribus provienen, al
menos en lo que se relaciona con lay que se arraigaron en
el litoral del Pacifico, de las que descendieron de las Montaiias
Rocallosas en virtud de ese movimiento instintivo que los ex-
pansionistas modernos han dado en llamar “gravitacion geo-
grafica.,” Tampoco niegan que los guaimies sean un pueblo
“misterioso” por falta de adecuadas investigaciones acerca de
su origen, dejando por alli abierta a la duda ana puerta espa-
ciosa por la que todos podemos entrar, grandes o pequefios.

De mi se decir que en ocasiones esa duda asalta mi Animo,
pues no comprendo la seguridad con que los Talamancas de
Costa Rica y sus congéneres de aquende los lindes de Chiri-
qui se agregan en las clasiflicaciones de los sabios 2 los muiscas

o chibchas de Colombia. Cierto es que los guaimies, como lo

observa Deniker, se parecen a los caribes y a los arawaks en
¢l uso de Ia cerbatana y el de los adornos de pluma; mas
ello nada arguye en favor de su cmparentamiento con los
muiscas, que son gente de otra cepa. En lodo caso tal uso
sugiere sencillamente que algo aprendieron de sus comarcanos
los cunas, quienes son, por ende, caribes. IT.o decisive seria
que se adujese testimonio en lo que toca a la lengua, la re-
ligidn y las instituciones, porque en vinculos de semejante in-
dole si existe fuerza de verdad, Por desgracia, en cste par-
ticular la ciencia guarda silencio, contentindose con asertos
no exentos de dogmatismo. De alli que nos sintamos costre-
fiidos a buscar analogias por otro lado, sin que nos sea dable
conveneernos de la eficacia de las pruchas aducidas,

Engolfandonos por ese mar peligroso, lo primero que nos
confronta es que los guaimies, en su aspecto fisico, aseméjanse
no tanto a los muiscas cuanlo a los otomies, yue moran en el
estado de Guanajuato, en Méjico. Innecesario seria aqui el
discutir acerca de cse otro problema éinico que envuelve a
los susodichos aborigenes mejicanos como en un crepasculo
mitoldgico.  Todos sabemos que dichas gentes, asi como sus
congéneres los toltecas, sefiores de Tula y de Cholula, fueron
las primeras en fundar en la meseta del Andhuac, alld por el
sexto o séptimo siglo de la era cristiana, un estado de avanzada
civilizacion. Que ese pucblo sea nahwual, como algunos sos-
tienen, o que sea una proyectura del suntuoso edificio maya,
comu arguyen otros, lo importante a nuestro asunto es que los
guaimies son, en lo que a sus facciones atafie, idénticos a ellos.
Qué dice, pues, la critica en presencia de una tal identidad?
(Qué dice a mayor abudamiento, de esa {abula, o como se desee
suponerla, que arropa el cacique guaimi con los arantbeles del
manto de Montezuma?  Scrin aquella exterior semejanza con
los otomies y este pretendido linaje una simple coincidencia ?
l.a primera es un hecho que no puede evadirse. [l segundo
serd una ficeion, si de ficcion quiere calificirsele; pero de
cualquier modo es una ficeion extrafia, porque si los guaimies
descendieran de los naturales de Colombia gustarian en todo
caso de trazar la linea de su origen dinéstico hacia Bochica, el
Jupiter del Olimpo cundinamarqués, ¥ no hacia el (ltimo de
los “emperadores” indios que sentaran sus reales en Chapulte-
pec.

Ahora bien: si en ese orden de ideas hay presuncién de
intimo parentesco entre los guaimices v los aztecas o sus con-
vivientes, también encuentro yo razones para enlazarlos con
los mayas de un modo asaz significativo. Ieo en “Antiquitics
of South América” que los sefiores Whiting y Shuman, al
evacuar un informe sobre los yacimientos carboniferos de la
Jsla del Muerto, sitnada en aguas territoriales de Chiriqui,
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several birds and cmcodilef, which in a
protecting totems. 'I_hw"_‘ are also
hawk-bells analogous to those ornamenting %{tl-‘l-“llfl"l ‘ Slleds.
s ts arc not always made of pure gl as there
I'he said ormamen ( o < of another similar
 some of copper with a gold coating or o v
axe 80 ne.ol lnown with the name of tombac. The pro-
aﬂgy'. wmcdle z:;e of by their authors is not discovered yet by
ifo:li‘;ﬁlri;aanufacturers, and for them is a riddle which is worth
vhi toning. . )
e I“zllitienﬁl:tgco)ing?hefore I finish, to enter a ficld very diffi-
cult for me, because, in the first pl.acc, the matier !1&5 hot
peen discussed by anthropologists with full l"‘1°“'_1"“1-‘4‘~‘ of it,
and, in the second place, I want the necessary cquipment to
solve such an abstruse problem, is that of the filiation of the
Guaimies, no matter whether it should be only a quustion o'f
the blood-ties uniting them to such or such group of Ishcxr
immediate neighbors. I am well aware that Brinton, Deniler,
DPeschel, Hutchinsson and other experts, whose .l\'nuwlc(l:ge I
very much appreciate, point to the north fl:OIlf;lL‘l‘ of E‘osta
Rica as the ethnological limit of these aborigenes of South
America, although they do not ignore, and they c9uh1 not rea-
sonably ignore, that those tribes come, at least with regard to
those settling in the Pacific littoral, from t.hose wl'm come from
the Rocky Mountains, in virtue of that instinctive movement
which niodern expansionists call “geographical gruv:tat}on.”
They do not deny ecither that the Guaimies are a “my‘sterlc.)u's”
people for want of adequate investigations as to their origin,
thereby leaving a spacious gateway for doubt, by which all
can come in, either great or litfle,
As regards myself that doubts catch me sometimes, as I
do not understand the confidence with which the Talamancas
of Costa Rica and their congeneric of this side of the boun-
daries of Chiriqui are related to the Muiscs and Chibchas of
Colombia in the classifications of the learned. It is true that
the Guaimies, as Deniker remarks, are like the Caribs and the
Arawaks in the use of pupgun and feather ornaments ; but this
is no proof whatever in favor of their relationship with the
Muiscs, who are people of another origin. At any rate, the
uses mentioned, teach simply that they learned something from
their neighbors the Cunas, who are, consequently, Caribs. The
only final argument would be the one related with their lan-
guage, their religion and their institutions, because in such
kind of bonds, there exist really a conclusive argument. Un-
fortunately science keeps still on this point, making only
assertions not free from dogmatism. Hence we feel obliged
to look for analogies of another sort, although we can form
an opinion about the efficacy of the proofs presented.
Getting into this way, the first thing that we notice is that
the Guaimies in their physical aspect are not so much like the
'I\/IlliSCS, as like the OtOﬂliES Iiving in the State Of Guanﬂjuato,
in Mexico. It would be unnecessary here to discuss that
Oth‘“: f’—thm‘c problem surrounding the mentioned Mexican
aborigines as in a mythological twilight, We all know that
those peoples as well as their ke, the Toltecs, lords of Tula
and (.‘holulz}, were the first to establish in the plain of Anahuac,
about the sixth or seventh century of the Christian cra, a state
of advanced (.‘.l.\."l]l?!ation. Let that people be natural as some
state or a ])I:OJCCHOII of the splendid Maya race, as said by
others, what nterests our subject is that the Guaimies are with
ll'egard o their features similar to the former, What, then,
i ol e s an ety Wt dos i s, e
cmm,ecting the Gu'm’imi1 “w H}teV(f,r lt' may be wished to f:all ih
external similar o Cacique v&:!th Mentezuma? Will that
il simy alllt)_ with the Otomies and this claimed lineage
be a simple coincidence? The fygt is a fact that cannot be
?tvgldid. The second wnll“bfa a fiction, if it is wished to give
G it .ﬂam}f, but anyhow it.is a strange fiction, because if the
atu:::mef : oul(l’<-Iesceucl f1:0m the Colombiansg they would like,
any rale, 1o trace the line of their dinastic origin towards
Bochicha, the Jupiter of the Olympus of Cyupd; 4 . g

not towards the last of the “[ .P‘ > o ¢ undinamarca, an
P ot the “Emperors” sitting at Chapultepec.
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with the M: . » = 4150 found reasons to relate them
h 4yas In a vety significant way, I read in “An-
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diceu (ue "encontraron en aquella isla colunmas y montmcatos
exortados de jeroglificos similares en un todo a los descubiertos
por Stephiens en Yucatdn,”  Existen asimismo en Veraguas,
Bocas del Toro y en Chiriqui inscripciones murales hechas
sobre roeas, siendo de notarse en ellas, la “Pledra Pintada,”
e aun hace pocos afos se erguia no lejos de David y en la
(ue algunos encontraron clerto’ parecido a los tonolamantis,
esus codices pictdricos que son el asombro del mundo cientifico.
S1 Whiting y Shuman no se equivocan y si las aludidas in-
seripeiones tienen la conformidad que se les atribuye, claro
es que {ales lestimonios Hlévannos a conclusiones muy dis-
tintas de las de Kean cuando éste declara que “toda la cultura
de Panamd parece ser la de una provincia delantera de la
civilizada nacién mujsca (chibcha), que ocupd la altiplanicie
de Cundinamarca,” en Colombia. Recuérdese, a pesar de
tan respetable opinidn, lo quc entrafian esas ruinas de la Isla
del Muerto, lo que ellas pregonan con la elocuencia de las
realidades tangibles, y reflexidnese acerca de lo que ya me
detuve a considerar con respecto a la paridad de tiempo y de
cardcter (ue se nota entre los festivales de los mayas y los
de estos “misteriosos guaimies.” No tenemos alll, por ventura,
eslabones mucho més fuertes, muche mas seguros e indudables
que los de esa cadena mediante la cual se guiere unir a los
guaimies con los muiscas? Yo no osaré opinar sobre tan grave
asunto, porque no e¢s para aficionados la tarea de descifrar
obscuros enigmas; pero si me arriesgo, resguardandome tras
la indulgencia de los sabios, a enunciar estas dudas mias que
nacen del interés profundo que me inspira todo cuanto se re-
laciona con la tierra en que se mecid mi cuna.

on giving a report about the coal deposits of the Isle del
Myerto, siteated in the territorial waters of Chirigul, say that
they found in such island columns and monuments full of
hieroglyphics wholly similar to those discovered by Stepbens
in “Yucatan.” There exist as well in Veraguas, Bocas del
Toro and Chiriqui mural mnseriptions made on rocks, it being
worthy to be remarked in them the “painted stone” that not
many years ago stood not far from David and in which some
one found a certain likeness to the “Tonolamantis,” those pic-
toric codexes which are the wonder of the scientific world.
If Witing and Shuman are not mistaken, and if the said in-
scriptions have the bearing attributed to them, it is clear that
such testimonials lead us to conclusions very different from
those of Wean, when he declares that “the whole of Pana-
manian cultiire seems to be that of a foremost province of the
civilized Muisc (Chibcha) Nation, occupying the plain of
Cundinamarca,” in Colombia. Let it be remembered, not-
withstanding so respectable an opinion, what those ruins of the
Isla del Muerto mean, what they say with the cloguence of
mnavoidable facts, and let us reflect about points I have
already considered, with regard to the parity of time and of
character observed in the festivals of the Mayas and those of
these “mysterious” Guaimies. IHave we not there, perhaps
much stronger, nuch safer and undoubted links than those of
the chain by means of which they wish to tic the Guaimies
with the Muiscs? I will not dare to give an opinion about
suich a serious question, because the task of deciphering
abstruse enigmas is not for amateurs; but protecting myself
with the indulgence of the learned, I dare state these doubts of
mine barn of the deep interest I take in whatever refers to
the land in which T saw the light.

Hid



